
 

 

Midweek Lenten Service, February 25, 2026 

Unbound: Longing for Wholeness 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, who hears our longings and gives 
us new life. Amen. 

Loving God, who knows each of our stories, we confess that we have sinned against you in our 
thoughts, actions and inactions.  We have been bound by jealousy, shame and hatred.  We 
have not listened to the cries of our siblings.  We have participated in dishonest systems and 
benefited from violence done on our behalf.  Forgive us, we pray.  In your mercy free us from 
all that keeps us bound and grant us healing and wholeness.   

Sisters and brothers in Christ, do not be afraid.  In the name of Jesus your sins are forgiven.  May 
God speak kindly to you, retore your paths, and look upon you with favor all the days of your 
life. Amen.  

Gathering Hymn    Cast Out, O Christ 
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Prayer of the Day 
Together we pray: All knowing, all loving God.  When someone else receives what we ourselves 
desire, how quickly our hearts turn to anger and hatred.  Free us from jealousy.  Give us 
wholeness, security, and peace in your love, and grant us the generosity of heart to listen to 
each other’s dreams.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen  

Word of God:  Genesis 37:3-11 
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper 
to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives, and Joseph brought a bad report of them to 
their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children because he was the 
son of his old age, and he made him an ornamented robe.[a] 4 But when his brothers saw that 
their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably 
to him. 

5 Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. 6 He 
said to them, “Listen to this dream that I dreamed. 7 There we were, binding sheaves in the field. 
Suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves gathered around it and bowed 
down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Are you indeed 
to have dominion over us?” So, they hated him even more because of his dreams and his words. 

9 He had another dream and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have had another dream: the 
sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 But when he told it to his father 
and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What kind of dream is this that you 
have had? Shall we indeed come, I and your mother and your brothers, and bow to the ground 
before you?” 11 So his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 

Sermon 

Hymn     If You But Trust in God to Guide You 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2037%3A%201-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-1087a
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Thanksgiving for the Word 
When we are consumed by jealousy, meet us in our longing for dignity and love.  
God, restore us to wholeness. 

When violence shatters our world, meet us in our longing to remember we are siblings. 
God, restore us to wholeness. 

When dishonest systems silence and punish, meet us in our longing to be heard and believed. 
God, restore us to wholeness. 

When family is bound up in guilt and harsh words, meet us in our longing to be cared for and 
seen.  God, restore us to wholeness. 

When guilt makes us fearful and shame makes us retreat, meet us in our longing for honest 
hearts and genuine love.  God, restore us to wholeness. 

We thank you for the story of Joseph and his family. 

We praise you, holy God, for stories that illuminate our lives. 

Through the wisdom of your scriptures, teach us to live in wholeness. 

When we are bound by forces within and without, free us to live fully in you.  Amen. 

Blessing 
May the God of dreams and faithful promises, Father, son and Holy Spirit, bless and protect 
you always.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn   Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory 

 

Music Rights/Permissions for February 25 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service and include the printed music in this 
worship guide has been obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-726224; credits are as follows: 

Cast Out, O Christ – Text: Mary Louise Bringle (b. 1953)/Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Music: A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A. Beck (1929-2003) 
Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House 

If You But Trust in God to Guide You – Text and music: Georg Neumark (1621-1681); tr. Composite 
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory – Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent. para. Marty Haugen (b. 1950) 
Music: Marty Haugen (b. 1950)/Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 


