
New Salem Lutheran Church 
7491 Island View Dr. NE  Turtle River, MN 56601 

Pastor Terry Hagensen 
E-Mail Address:  newsalem@paulbunyan.net 

Web Site;  newsalemlutheran.org 

Food Shelf 
Dec, 8:  9:00—12:15 
                12:15—3:15 
Dec. 12:  9:00—12:15 

Church Council 
 Dec. 16  6:30 PM  

Team Meeting 6:00 PM 

New Salem Lutheran Church is a Community of Christians having a mission to serve others through 

Hospitality and Caregiving and inviting all people into a life-giving relationship with Jesus through 
worship and discipleship. 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ.  
 

Advent, is the time in the church year when we are reminded to slow down, 
breathe a little deeper, and pay attention to the quiet presence of God at work, 
in our lives and beyond.  Our scripture readings, speak to the coming of the 
Christ child and the promise return of Jesus.  Both calling us to prepare, but not 
in the way we prepare for our Christmas celebration, but renewing our hearts 
with the quiet presence of God.   
 
Advent starts in the dark, as the days get shorter, and the feeling of our world 
being full of tension, sadness, and uncertainty.  But the beautiful part of Advent 
is: God does not wait for everything to get sorted out before showing up. God 
shows up right in the middle of the mess, the waiting, the confusion, and even 
the fear.  That is how the baby Jesus arrived the first time, and it is how God 
continues to come to us today. 
 
As we light the candles each Sunday, representing —hope, peace, joy, and 
love—they are little reminders that God is still at work, even when the world 
feels dim. The reminder God is our source of hope, peace, joy and love, with 
the invitation to open our hearts and be filled a new.  A single small flame can 
help us find our bearings. 
 
The child born in Bethlehem came not with power or spectacle, but with 
vulnerability—reminding us that God’s presence is often found in the small, the 
quiet, and the overlooked. 
 
This Advent season I invite you to slow your pace. Make room for silence. 
Notice where God is stirring.  Pray not only for your own needs, but for the 
needs of a weary world. Consider reaching out to someone who may be 
experiencing a difficult time.  Let Advent be the season of tenderness—toward 
God, toward one another, and toward yourself. 
 
Advent is not just a countdown to Christmas. It is a chance to open our hearts 
again to the light God is kindling around us. 
 
Blessings and Peace 
Pastor Terry  

DECEMBER 2025 

9:30 AM 
Dec. 4, 11, 18 

Dec. 24  
4:30 PM 

Advent Services 

Dec. 3, 10, 17 

6:30 pm 

Dec. 14th  

Children’s  

Program  



Meet your 2024-25 New Salem Council 

President: Eric Medberry  

Vice Pres: Nora Illies 

Secretary: Calli Ferdig     

Graig Gilbertson   Sonya Kraft   

Fred Sanford       Bob Wagner 

Council meets at 6:30 on the 3rd Tuesday        

               of each month.  

  Join our Ministry Teams 

Worship & Music      Youth & Education 

Building & Grounds   Stewardship & Outreach 

Teams meet at 6:00 on the same evening. 

Readings for  DECEMBER 
DECEMBER 7:   Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12  
DECEMBER 14:  Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11  
DECEMBER 21:  Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25  
DECEMBER 24:  Christmas Eve Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-12; John 1:1-14  
DECEMBER 25:  Christmas Day Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:1-20  
DECEMBER 28:  Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-2  

New Salem Land Acknowledgement  

New Salem Lutheran Church is located on the original 

and ancestral homelands of the Anishinaabe, 

Assiniboine, & Dakota people[s], and we give thanks 

for their presence here since time 

immemorial. We also wish to recognize 

and honor all our Indigenous sisters and 

brothers who have and continue to call 

this land their home. 

Join Us for  

Advent Services 

Wednesday  6:30 pm 

December 3,10,17 

Join Us Sunday, Dec. 14th 

at our 9:30 service for the 

Children’s 

Program & 

Special 

Music from the Choir 

 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

4:30 pm 

 to everyone who helped 

with our Fall Bazaar on 

November 8th 

The proceeds from the 

event: crafts, bake sale, raffle, were            

$3,255.31  

On All Saints Sunday, November 1, we 
remembered those we lost in the past year: 

     Byrant Comfort Bradley Hoff 
     Ellen Benson Wesley Djonne 
     Marilyn Hartwig 



New Salem Council  
Minutes of  Meeting of November 18, 2025 

Present: Pastor Terry, Eric Medberry, Calli Ferdig, Graig Gilbertson, Sonya Kraft, Fred Sanford, Nora 
Illies, Bob Wagner  Guests: Jerry Illies, Traci Schanke 

Congregational Officers Present: President: Eric Medberry, Secretary: Calli Ferdig 

The meeting was called to order at 6:37pm by Eric Medberry. Devotion – Nora, December will be Sonya. 

Approval of the November 18, 2025 Meeting Agenda:  Nora moved to approve the agenda; Graig seconded. Motion carried.  

Approval of the October 21, 2025 Mtg Minutes:  Nora moved to approve the previous minutes; Sonya seconded Carried.  

Pastor’s Report: Advent schedule, midweek advent services will be on Wednesdays at 6:30pm, December 3rd, 10th, 17th.; 
Christmas service will be a candlelight service on Christmas Eve at 4:30pm;  Prayer gatherings will continue for one more 
week and then break until January once Advent services are done.; Possible vacation time in December, pending finding 
pastoral coverage.; Funeral services have been going well. One more coming up next week. Email is sent out when help is 
needed, has been good response, plenty of people helping out.; New Salem will be purchasing a cow for The Bemidji Food 
Shelf. Pastor Terry is working with a cattle salesman to purchase and process a cow. An estimated 800 pounds of processed 
beef will be gifted to the food shelf. 

Financial Report:  

October was just slightly behind for the month. Nothing out of the ordinary, no concerns noted. Report filed. December 
council meeting we will begin discussion on 2026 budget to present to the congregation in January.; Banking issues over the 
last week - discussion ensued and issues were resolved. No further action is needed. 

Old Business:  

Filling of the two vacant positions on council. One is for two years (Sue’s position). Fred motioned to nominate Jerry Illies to 
fulfill Sue’s two remaining years on council, Graig seconded. Nora abstained from voting. Motion carried. One is for two 
months (Rick’s position). Table this position until after the start of the New Year once a new, full term begins. 

New Business:  

Accepting of Sue Rosselet’s resignation. Effective November 10th, 2025. Graig motion to accept Sue’s resignation, Nora 
seconded, motion carried. The council would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Sue for her dedication and time to 
serving on church council and for her time as treasurer. Offering counting update: We have updated the counting 
procedure and counting deposit worksheet to simplify the process. This process has been an improvement, those who 
have counted said it went smooth and was easier to follow. Discussion ensued, new process adopted. Choosing a 
Treasurer. Sonya has nominated Jerry Illies to serve as Treasurer, Graig seconded, motion carried. Adding newly elected 
Treasurer as a signer to the checking account. Bob moved to add Jerry Illies as a signer on the bank account. Sonya 
seconded, motion carried.  

Rain gutters and garage repair: Bob noted that adding a gutter on the southside fascia would eliminate water draining 
towards the parking lot and will divert the water away from the parking lot and garage. Bob is also seeking individuals to 
join a painting crew to help repair and repaint the garage in the springtime. Bob will gather information and submit a 
proposal and estimate to council for the project.  

Computer security. Due to possible security concerns with computer viruses, the Fraud Management Department at First 
National Bank suggested we eliminate the use of outside storage devices on all New Salem church computers and 
electronics. Calli moved that we eliminate outside storage devices, Jerry seconded, motion carried.  

Snow plowing. MJ’s All Seasons, who plows our driveway and parking lot, has requested that we prepay our snowplowing for 
this winter at a prorated estimate. The estimate given was $3,125 for snowplowing for the entirety of the winter 
months. Bob moved that we proceed with prepaying for snowplowing, Graig seconded, motion carried.  

Team Reports 

Worship and Music: Bemidji Area Church Musicians is scheduled for June 17,  2026 at noon. Luncheon will also be planned. 
More to come.  

Stewardship and Outreach: Nora updated on the Giving Tree. This year we will focus on establishing a water well instead of 
animals. The Giving Tree is still through ELCA. 

Building and Grounds: Bob updated on rain gutters and repairing garage (see above notes). Stakes have been placed along 
the driveway for plowing. Bob and Val replaced a few boards on the garage to eliminate water draining in and used asphalt 
patch to fill in the gap. Will finish the project this spring. 

Youth and Education: Calli and Eric. December 14th will be the Children’s Christmas Program in conjunction with the Choir’s 
Christmas Cantata.  

Next Meeting: Next meeting is Tuesday, December 16th at 6:30 pm. Teams will meet at 6 pm.  

Adjournment/Lord’s Prayer: Meeting adjourned at 7:49pm. 



New Salem’s Highlighted Mission Partner 

December 2025 

Safe water access 

A simple water well or other water point can help as many as 500 families gain access to 

clean, safe water. $2,500  

Whose Birthday Is It,  Anyway? 
Christmas is a time of gifting one another in response to 

God’s greatest gift to us in becoming human and walking 

among us, and ultimately, dying on the cross to bring us 

salvation once and for all. 

When we celebrate a birthday, we are careful to give what 

the person really wants or needs. Is there any doubt what 

Jesus wants from us? He insists that in order to give to him, 

we must find him in the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the 

naked, the sick and the imprisoned.  

You’re probably familiar with New Salem’s Giving Tree. This season, we’re doing something a bit 

different.  Instead of each of us buying separate gifts, we’re going together, as a congregation, to pool 

our resources and purchase a larger gift.  The Stewardship and Outreach Team has selected the goal of 

buying a water well to provide safe, clean water to an entire village.  

This Christmas, for each $1 you spend on gifts for family and friends, consider donating $1 to help a village 

gain a well to provide clean water, something we all take for granted when we turn on the tap. 

Watch the weekly bulletins to learn how you can participate in this gift. 

If you’d still like to purchase individual items 

from the Good Gifts catalog, feel free to do that. 

It can be found at  https://goodgifts.elca.org 



Volunteer to assist with some part of worship! 

Volunteers Enhance the Worship Experience  

for Everyone! 

Sign-up sheets are on the table in 
the Narthex. 

Instructions are available as needed. 

As 2025 winds down, let’s not forget those who 

are less fortunate as we’re preparing our 

Christmas gift lists.  Whether it’s the gift of 

volunteering, money, or items, the food shelf 

appreciates your gifts.  THANK YOU! 

If you’re interested in joining this ministry, there’s 

always a need.  Please contact me at 612-940-

7312 or ksnortland5@gmail.com to get involved.  All ages and abilities are welcome and 

make a difference.  Leery of committing?  No problem!  Give it a try for one three-hour shift.  

I’m convinced you’ll love it!   
December Shifts: 

Monday, 12/8, 9:00 – 12:15 

Monday, 12/8, 12:00 – 3:15 

Friday, 12/12, 9:00 – 12:15 
 

If you are or someone you know is experiencing food insecurity, please know that the food 

shelf is here to help. There is absolutely no shame in eating healthily; everyone deserves this.   
 

The food shelf is now accepting applications for its Board of Directors.  If you’re passionate 

about supporting neighbors in need and want to help guide the future of food shelf, please 

apply.  This is a volunteer board, especially seeking members who bring unique skills, 

experiences, or ideas that can help move the mission forward.  Applications are due 

December 5th.  For more info and to download the application, click the link below.  

Completed applications can be dropped off during business hours or mailed to BCFS.  

Thank you for helping continue serving the community with compassion and care!   

https://www.bcfsmn.org/about  
 

Isaiah 58:7-8: Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

when you see the naked, to clothe them, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 

    and your healing will quickly appear; 

then your righteousness[a] will go before you, 

    and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 

Thank you to all who serve this worthy ministry!   

In His Service,  

Karin Snortland    Council of Churches Representative 

mailto:ksnortland5@gmail.com
https://www.bcfsmn.org/about?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExV1lkZUZxRXdsMDlpb2o4eHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4LPJfygp1lLd-QiWYwSdbF8lls798naQtWTCo956agF4OpeEGreyhoTDbv1Q_aem_CrvjfxvpVbIdWdJGTYroEA
https://www.google.com/search?q=Isaiah+58%3A7-9&oq=bible+verses+for+food+insecurity+at+christ&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgCECEYqwIyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRirAjIHCAIQIRirAjIHCAMQIRirAjIHCAQQIRiPAtIBCTExMTAyajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDCKfeCArtzeoi7
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2058%3A7-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18795a


Fall Craft & Bake Sale    November 8th 



Do you know that you can support the mission of New Salem electronically? 

Yes, collection plates are still be passed during service! 

You can use your phone to scan this QR code.  

It’ll take you to a secure Vanco page where you can quickly and 
easily make your donation. This can be a regularly scheduled or 

a one time donation. 

Or, if you’re at your computer, you can simply click on (or copy & paste) this link:  
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z88A (ctrl-click) to get to the same Vanco site. 

to all of you who are currently using Vanco to make donations to the mission of 

New Salem. Your support is much appreciated. 

Life is busy for all of us and giving electronically can help simplify that. Whether 

you join us in-person or online, YOU are Welcome and part of our New Salem 

family.  Vanco makes it safe and easy to support our mission. 

The General Fund supports the 
everyday operations of our  church. 
It pays salaries, the mortgage, the 
utilities, the routine costs of 
operation as we share the Good 
Word with our neighbors. 

Each month, our Stewardship Team 
designates a Mission Partner to 
support with our “second mile” 
giving. These are organizations 
that help our neighbors within our 
community or help ELCA efforts 
like disaster relief. 

The Building Fund supports the 
repair and  maintenance of our 
church building, which was 
completed in January of 2005.  
Just like our own homes, regular 
upkeep is essential. 

This dedicated group sponsors 
events like an annual rummage sale 
and an annual craft sale. They also 
serve at funerals. Funds raised are 
dispersed back into the community. 

 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z88A

