
Lenten Service for March 18, 2026 

Unbound: Longing for Wholeness 

 
Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, who hears our longings and 
gives us new life. Amen. 

Loving God, who knows each of our stories, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in our thoughts, actions and inactions.  We have been bound by jealousy, shame and 
hatred.  We have not listened to the cries of our siblings.  We have participated in 
dishonest systems and benefited from violence done on our behalf.  Forgive us, we pray.  
In your mercy free us from all that keeps us bound and grant us healing and wholeness.   

Sisters and brothers in Christ, do not be afraid.  In the name of Jesus your sins are forgiven.  
May God speak kindly to you, retore your paths, and look upon you with favor all the days 
of your life. Amen.  

Gathering Hymn    God is Here (next page)
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Prayer of the Day  
Together we pray: God who brings us together, our families are complicated by harsh 
words, failure to recognize one another, and fear of loss.  Free us from blame, self-
centeredness, and anxiety.  Bring those we love to wholeness in your love where all are 
seen, cared for and forgiven.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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Word of God:  Genesis 42: 1-38 
42 When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you keep 
looking at one another? 2 I have heard,” he said, “that there is grain in Egypt; go down and 
buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.” 3 So ten of Joseph’s brothers went 
down to buy grain in Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his 
brothers, for he feared that harm might come to him. 5 Thus the sons of Israel were among 
the people who came to buy grain, for the famine had reached the land of Canaan. 

6 Now Joseph was governor over the land; it was he who sold to all the people of the land. 
And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the 
ground. 7 When Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he treated them like 
strangers and spoke harshly to them. “Where do you come from?” he said. They said, “From 
the land of Canaan to buy food.” 8 Although Joseph had recognized his brothers, they did 
not recognize him. 9 Joseph also remembered the dreams that he had dreamed about 
them. He said to them, “You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the 
land!” 10 They said to him, “No, my lord; your servants have come to buy food. 11 We are all 
sons of one man; we are honest men; your servants have never been spies.” 12 But he said 
to them, “No, you have come to see the nakedness of the land!” 13 They said, “We, your 
servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of a certain man in the land of Canaan; the 
youngest, however, is now with our father, and one is no more.” 14 But Joseph said to them, 
“It is just as I have said to you; you are spies! 15 Here is how you shall be tested: as Pharaoh 
lives, you shall not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here! 16 Let one of 
you go and bring your brother, while the rest of you remain in prison, in order that your 
words may be tested, whether there is truth in you, or else, as Pharaoh lives, surely you are 
spies.” 17 And he put them all together in prison for three days. 

18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 19 if you 
are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here where you are imprisoned. The rest of 
you shall go and carry grain for the famine of your households 20 and bring your youngest 
brother to me. Thus your words will be verified, and you shall not die.” And they agreed to 
do so. 21 They said to one another, “Alas, we are paying the penalty for what we did to our 
brother; we saw his anguish when he pleaded with us, but we would not listen. That is why 
this anguish has come upon us.” 22 Then Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell you not to 
wrong the boy? But you would not listen. So now there comes a reckoning for his 
blood.” 23 They did not know that Joseph understood them, since he spoke with them 
through an interpreter. 24 He turned away from them and wept; then he returned and spoke 
to them. And he picked out Simeon and had him bound before their eyes. 25 Joseph then 
gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to return every man’s money to his sack, and to give 
them provisions for their journey. This was done for them.  

26 They loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. 27 When one of them opened 
his sack to give his donkey fodder at the lodging place, he saw his money at the top of the 
sack. 28 He said to his brothers, “My money has been put back; here it is in my sack!” At this 
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they lost heart and turned trembling to one another, saying, “What is this that God has 
done to us?” 

29 When they came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had 
happened to them, saying, 30 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke harshly to us and 
charged us with spying on the land. 31 But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we are not 
spies. 32 We are twelve brothers, sons of our father; one is no more, and the youngest is 
now with our father in the land of Canaan.’ 33 Then the man, the lord of the land, said to us, 
‘By this I shall know that you are honest men: leave one of your brothers with me, take 
grain for the famine of your households, and go your way. 34 Bring your youngest brother 
to me, and I shall know that you are not spies but honest men. Then I will release your 
brother to you, and you may trade in the land.’ ” 

35 As they were emptying their sacks, there in each one’s sack was his bag of money. When 
they and their father saw their bundles of money, they were dismayed. 36 And their father 
Jacob said to them, “I am the one you have bereaved of children: Joseph is no more, and 
Simeon is no more, and now you would take Benjamin. All this has happened to 
me!” 37 Then Reuben said to his father, “You may kill my two sons if I do not bring him back 
to you. Put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you.” 38 But he said, “My son shall 
not go down with you, for his brother is dead, and he alone is left. If harm should come to 
him on the journey that you are to make, you would bring down my gray hairs with sorrow 
to Sheol.” 

Sermon  

Hymn     Alas, And Did My Savior Bleed 
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Prayers  
When we cling to anger and the wounds others have caused, 
God, lead us toward forgiveness and freedom. 

When hurtful words and broken trust linger in our hearts, 
Heal us, O God, and make us whole. 

When we are tempted to repay hurt with hurt, 
Turn us again to your mercy and grace. 

When resentment takes root within us,  
Soften our hearts and teach us compassion. 

When forgiving feels too hard or too soon, 
Hold us in your grace and guide us step by step. 

We give you thanks for the story of Joseph and his family, where deep wounds were met 
with mercy and reconciliation. Teach us to forgive as we have been forgiven. 

Shape us through your Word into people of grace, releasing bitterness and choosing love. 
Set us free to live in your mercy and hope.  Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 
May the God of dreams and faithful promises, Father, son and Holy Spirit, bless and 
protect you always. Amen. 

Sending Hymn   Give Me Jesus (next page) 

Lent and Easter at New Salem 
Final Lenten Midweek Service – March 25 at 6:30 p.m. 

Holy Week 

Palm Sunday, March 29 at 9:30 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 6:30 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 3 at 6:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, April 5 at 9:30 a.m. 
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