
Worship Guide for January 4, 2026 

The Second Sunday of Christmas 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Love from the beginning, Word made flesh, Breath 
of heaven. Amen. 

Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, trusting in God’s endless mercy 
and love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, we confess that we are not perfect.  We have said and done things we 
regret. We have tried to earn your redeeming grace, while denying it to others.  We have 
resisted your call to be your voice in the world.  Forgive us, loving God.  Give us the 
strength to put aside our failures, and the courage to try again. Amen. 

Dear people of God, hear the good news:  You are loved and forgiven in the name of ☩ 

Jesus, who has come among us.  You are freed from proving that you deserve to be loved, 
because God’s love is given to you as the most precious gift of all.  Rejoice in this love and 
share it with the world.  Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn   All My heart Again Rejoices 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Together we pray: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

Reading of the Word 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
7 Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the 
nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 
8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the 
farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those 
in labor together; a great company, they shall return here. 9 With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back; I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a 
straight path where they shall not stumble, for I have become a father to Israel, and 
Ephraim is my firstborn. 

10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He 
who scattered Israel will gather him and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” 11 For the 
Lord has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12 They 
shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness 
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of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the 
herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 
13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be 
merry. I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them and give them gladness for 
sorrow.  14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with 
my bounty, says the Lord. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 147:12-20 
12 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion, 

13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your children within you. 

14 God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the finest wheat.  

15 God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very swiftly. 

16 God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes. 

17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God’s cold? 

18 The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and the waters flow. 

19 God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel. 

20 The Lord has not done so to any other nation; they do not know God’s judgments. 
Hallelujah! 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to 
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known 
to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to 
the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that 
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In 
him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge 
of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message 
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Gospel Acclamation  Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (sing 3X) 

 

Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake 
it. 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.] 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This 
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen 
God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him 
known. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 

Hymn of the Day   In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness 
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Prayers of the People 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Sharing the Peace 

Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Hymn         Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 

 

Offering Prayer 
Good and loving God, as you have blessed us with these gifts, let them be a blessing for 
others, revealing your light and love in the world. With the trees of the field, with all earth 
and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Together we pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Sharing Christ’s Meal 
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     Annual Meeting and 

    Potluck is January 25 

    Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 

Welcome to New Salem - we are blessed to have you 
worship with us today! 

If you are looking for a church home, please contact Traci Schanke 
in the church office at 218-586-2262 or via email at 
newsalem@paulbunyan.net. If you are a visitor, please sign our 
guest book outside the church office. 

Website: newsalemlutheran.org 
YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

Worship Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are needed to assist with various Sunday ministries here at 

New Salem! Ushers, readers/Communion assistants, helpers to set up 

Communion before the worship service and tidy up afterward, offering 

counters (we will train you!), and hosts for our coffee fellowship after 

worship. Sign up as a family or team up with a friend or two! Signup sheets 

are available on the back table in the Fellowship Hall. Remember: If 

no one signs up to host coffee fellowship, THERE IS NO COFFEE 

FELLOWSHIP. 
 
  

mailto:newsalem@paulbunyan.net
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Communion Hymn #1      Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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Communion Hymn #2  Holy Child Within the Manger 

 
 

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
Radiant God, in this holy meal you have revealed your glory to us in the gift of Jesus Christ. 
You have nourished us with your grace, now send us into the world bearing your light, 
that what has been made known to us may be made known through us in a world seeking 
your peace.  Amen. 
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Benediction 

Sending Hymn    He Came Down 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders/Assistants

Guest Preacher: Tim Lutz 
Ushers: Sue and Stu Rosselet 
Reader/Communion Assistant: Karyn Lutz 
Fellowship Host: Joy Wilander 
 

Social Media Coordinator: Nora Illies 
Setting the Lord’s Table: Sonya & Paul Kraft 

       Pianist: Cheryl Durant 
       Cantor/AV Services: Traci Schanke

New Salem Lutheran Church - Terry R. Hagensen, Pastor 
7491 Island View Drive NE, Turtle River, MN 56601 

Office Tel: 218-586-2262/Office Email (Traci Schanke): newsalem@paulbunyan.net 
Website: newsalemlutheran.org/ 

YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

December Income vs Expenses (PRELIMINARY) 
Total General Fund Income for Dec: $21,030 Total Expenses for Dec: $21,646 
DEFICIT for Dec: (-$616)     12.24/28 General Fund Offering: $7,390 

Attendance/Social Media Engagement (as of 1.2.26) 
Dec 28 Attendance (in person/online): 34/44 YouTube Views (2025 final): 2,275 
YouTube Subscribers: 138    Facebook reach (2025 final): 74,638 



Worship Guide for 1.4.26 
Page 11 

Announcements for the Week of January 5, 2026 

Today is Noisy Offering Sunday!!! Get your change ready (folding money and checks also 
cheerfully accepted)! Noisy Offering funds are used at the end of the year to support 
projects selected by church youth. 

Pastor Terry on Vacation: Pastor Terry is on vacation through Monday, January 5, returning 
to the office on Tuesday, January 6. We welcome Tim Lutz as today’s guest preacher. 

Annual Meeting/Potluck is January 25 – Mark Your Calendars! Please plan to attend this 
important gathering where we will review 2025, vote on the 2026 Mission Plan elect new 
Council and Endowment Committee members. The Annual Report will be distributed 
January 18 (hard copy and electronic version). Giving statements for 2025 will be available 
for pickup at the Annual Meeting. 

Annual Meeting Reports: If you are responsible for contributing to or submitting a team 
update for the Annual Report, please get it to Traci in Word or Excel format (no PDFs) no 
later than Monday, January 12, to allow for formatting in time to distribute the final report 
on January 18. Thank you!!! 

Offering Reminder: Please remember to indicate on your check/offering envelope how you 
wish your gift to be credited. Unmarked offerings/those marked “general” go toward New 
Salem’s annual operating expenses; gifts marked for other entities are credited as such in 
your giving record and sent to those organizations. Thank you for supporting the missions 
and good works of New Salem! 

Upcoming Events @ New Salem 
Wed, 1/7   Choir Practice     5 p.m. 

Thurs, 1/8   Bible Study      9:30 a.m. 

Fri, 1/9   New Salem Volunteers at Food Shelf  9 am-12:15 pm 

Mon, 1/12   Annual Report Updates Due 
    New Salem Volunteers at Food Shelf  9 am-12:15 pm and 
           12 – 3:15 pm 

Wed, 1/14   Choir Practice     5 p.m. 

Thurs, 1/15   Bible Study      9:30 a.m. 

Sun, 1/18   Annual Report Distributed 

Tues, 1/20   Team/Church Council Meetings  6 & 6:30 p.m. 

Wed, 1/21   Choir Practice     5 p.m. 

Thurs, 1/22   Bible Study      9:30 a.m. 
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Music Rights/Permissions for January 4 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service and include the printed music in this 
worship guide has been obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-726224; credits are as 
follows: 

All My Heart Again Rejoices – Text: Paul Gerbardt (1607-1676); tr. Catherine Winkworth 
(1827-1878), alt./Music: Johann G. Ebeling (1637-1676)  

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah – Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio (b. 1954) 
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 

In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness – Text: Anonymous, China; tr. Francis P. Jones (1890-
1975); adapt. Mary Louise Bringle (b. 1953)/Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent. 
Text © 2012 GIA ublications, Inc. 

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ – Text: Fred Kaan (b. 1929)/Music: Jamaican folk tune; 
adapt. Doreen Potter (1925-1980)/Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten – Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-413); tr. 
Composite/Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent. 

Holy Child Within the Manger – Text and music: Marty Haugen (b. 1950) 
© 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. 

He Came Down – Text and music: Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell (b. 1949) 
Arr. © 1986 Iona Community; admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Join the Choir and Make a 

Joyful Noise! 
If you like to sing,  

join the New Salem Choir.  

We are a fun, friendly, supportive group, and the ability to 

read music is not necessary! The choir sings for worship on 

the first and third Sundays of each month, as well as 

presenting special music at Christmas/Easter and participating 

in the summer Bemidji Area Church Musicians recital. 

Rehearsals are at 5 p.m. on Wednesdays – join us! 
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Sermon Notes/Weekly Assignment 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               


