
Worship Guide for May 18, 2025 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, whose rising from the 
empty tomb brings to us the promise of life eternal.  In the presence of the living God, we 
confess our sins.  

Brief silence for reflection 

Risen Lord Jesus, we confess that we set our minds towards things of death, and not on the 
life that is revealed in Christ.  In our fear and trembling we quickly turn from you towards 
ourselves.  Our fear leads us to doubt your promise, harm our neighbor, and neglect your 
creation.  Resurrect us O God, and bring about the new life in ourselves, in our community, 
and our world. Through the mercy of your beloved Son, heal us from our sin, and give us the 
new breath of your Spirit.  Amen.  

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ proclaims, “Do not be afraid!” Know that you are washed 
anew in his rising, and your sins are forgiven.  Be at peace, and live in the everlasting love of 
God, for Christ has risen, He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The live-streaming of New Salem’s worship services is made possible through a generous 
memorial gift from the family of Margaret Carlson. 
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Gathering Hymn    I Come With Joy 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Together we pray: O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. 
Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we 
may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Reading of the Word 

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18 
1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 
accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then 
Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, 
and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from 
heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely 
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I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice 
saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing 
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered 
from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened 
three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three 
men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me 
to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers 
also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the 
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called 
Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 
saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at 
the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same 
gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder 
God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then 
God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 148 
1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 

2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 

4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were created, 

6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away. 

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 

8 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 

9 mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 

10 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 

11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 

12 young men and maidens, old and young together. 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is 
over earth and heaven. 

14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the 
children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! 
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Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6 
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying,  “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with 
them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;  4 he will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message 

Gospel Acclamation  Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (sing 3X) 

 

Gospel: John 13:31-35 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 
come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 

Hymn of the Day  God, We Gather As your People 
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Prayers of the People 
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.  

Sharing the Peace 

Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Hymn   Shout to the Lord (continues next page) 
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Offering Prayer 
Together we pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 
generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Together we pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Sharing Christ’s Meal 

Support the Missions and Ministries of  

New Salem Electronically! 

Use your phone to scan the QR code to the left; it will 

take you to a secure Vanco page where you can quickly 

and easily make your gift! 

Welcome to New Salem - we are blessed to have you worship with us today! 

If you are looking for a church home, please contact Traci Schanke 
in the church office at 218-586-2262 or via email at 
newsalem@paulbunyan.net. If you are a visitor, please sign our 
guest book outside the church office. 

Website: newsalemlutheran.org 
YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

mailto:newsalem@paulbunyan.net
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Worship Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are urgently needed to assist with various Sunday ministries here at New 
Salem! Ushers, readers/Communion assistants, helpers to set up Communion before the 
worship service and tidy up afterward, offering counters (we will train you!), and hosts for 
our coffee fellowship after worship. Sign up as a family or team up with a friend or two! 

Signup sheets are available on the back table in the Fellowship Hall. Remember: If no one 
signs up to host coffee fellowship, THERE IS NO COFFEE FELLOWSHIP. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Communion Hymn #1  Where Charity and Love Prevail 
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Communion Hymn #2  Baptized and Set Free 

 

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
Together we pray: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light 
to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. 
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all 
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

Benediction 
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Sending Hymn   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders/Assistants

Presiding Clergy: Pastor Terry Hagensen 
Ushers: Brenda & Mike Finkenbinder 
Reader/Communion Assistant:  
Nedyne Gustafson 
Fellowship Hosts: Sue & Stu Rosselet 

Social Media Coordinator: Nora Illies 
Setting the Lord’s Table: Sonya & Paul Kraft 

       Pianist: Cheryl Durant 
       Cantor/Choir Director: Annalise Aakhus 
       AV Services: Traci Schanke
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New Salem Lutheran Church - Terry R. Hagensen, Pastor 
7491 Island View Drive NE, Turtle River, MN 56601 

Office Tel: 218-586-2262/Office Email (Traci Schanke): newsalem@paulbunyan.net 
Website: newsalemlutheran.org 

YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

April Income vs Expenses (FINAL) 
Total General Fund Income for April: $20,355 Total Expenses for April: $14,489 
SURPLUS for April: $5,886    5.11.25 General Fund Offering: $1,850 

Attendance/Social Media Engagement (as of 5.14.25) 
May 11 Attendance (in person/online): 67/33 YouTube Views (2025 to date): 823 
YouTube Subscribers: 124    Facebook reach (2025 to date): 35,528 

Announcements for the Week of May 19, 2025 

May Mission Partner – Evergreen Youth & Family Services: This month New Salem is lifting up 
the work of Evergreen Youth & Family Services, and urges you to consider the various ways you 
might support this valuable ministry. You can send your check to New Salem and indicate it is for 
Evergreen YFS. For more information on Evergreen YFS and its programs, see page 17 of the 
worship guide or their website at www.evergreenyfs.org. 

Thank you! to all who helped with yesterday’s Highway 71 clean up! Although this is one of our 
less glamourous projects, it is a great service to our ccommunity – thank you for making time to 
help! 

May Team/Council Night is May 19: Teams (Building & Grounds, Education, Outreach, Worship 
& Music) will meet at 6 p.m.; the Council meets at 6:30 p.m. All are  invited to join a team and 
help further missions and ministries of New Salem! All are  also invited to attend the Council 
meeting as an observer; if you have an issue you’d like to bring before the Council, please let 
Pastor Terry or Traci in the church office know, and they will add you to the meeting agenda as a 
speaker. 

Offering Reminder: Please remember to indicate on your check/offering envelope how you wish 
your gift to be credited. Unmarked offerings/those marked “general” go toward New Salem’s 
annual operating expenses; gifts marked for other entities are credited as such in your giving 
record and sent to those organizations. Thank you for supporting the missions and good works of 
New Salem! 

Calendar for the Week of May 19 
Wed, 5/21   Choir Practice     5 p.m. 
Thurs, 5/22   Bible Study      9:30 a.m. 

  

http://www.evergreenyfs.org/
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Music Rights/Permissions for May 18 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service and include the printed music in this 
worship guide has been obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-726224; credits are as follows: 

I Come With Joy – Text: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936) 
Music: W. Wallker, Southern Harmony, 1835/Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company 

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah – Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio (b. 1954) 
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 

God, We Gather as Your People – Text and music: David Lohman (b. 1961) 
Text and music © 2007, Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

Shout to the Lord – Text and music: Darlene Zschech (b. 1965) 
Text/music © 1993 D. Zschech/Hillsong Pub., admin in USA/Canada by Integrity’s Hosanna Music 

Where Charity and Love Prevail – Text:  9th century Latin hymn; tr. Omer Westendorf (1916-1997) 
Music: attr. Lucius Chapin (1760-1842)/Text © 1960, World Library Publications 

Baptized and Set Free – Text and music: Kathy Skogen-Soldner (b. 1956) 
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress 

Love Divine, all Loves Excelling – Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Music: Rowland H. Pritchard (1811-1887) 
 
 

Fun, Fellowship and Praising God Through Song: 

The New Salem Choir 

Come make a joyful noise - join New Salem’s “small but mighty” 

choir just for the summer, or sing with us year-round!  

The choir practices at 5 p.m. on Wednesdays at the church, and 

sings in church on the first and third Sundays of the month. The 

group also sings in the Christmas program in December and in New 

Salem’s Bemidji Area Church Musicians Recital in the summer. We 

would love to welcome YOU as part of our music ministry!  

(The ability to read music is helpful but is not a requirement.       ) 
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Sermon Notes/Weekly Assignment 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               


