
Worship Guide for July 27, 2025 

The Seventh Sunday of Pentecost 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the midst of God’s creation let us confess our sins and hear Christ’s words of Forgiveness.  

"Gracious God, we confess that we have not always been faithful stewards of your creation. 
We have been indifferent to the beauty and bounty of the earth, and we have often 
prioritized our own needs over the well-being of your creatures and the health of the planet. 
Forgive us for our selfishness, our neglect, and our disregard for the delicate balance of your 
creation. Help us to see with new eyes the wonder and the fragility of all that you have 
made. May we turn away from destructive patterns and embrace a way of life that honors 
your creation. We thank you for the beauty of the earth, the abundance of your provision, 
and the gift of life. Grant us the grace to be faithful stewards of your creation, now and 
always. Amen."  

Christ hears your confession and forgives your sins against Earth. 

Christ, teach us to love Earth as our home and the planet as a precious sanctuary. 

I speak for Christ: I invite you to celebrate Earth as your home and to revere this planet as 
God’s sanctuary. 

The earth God has created is our home! 
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Gathering Hymn  God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Together we pray: God, our Creator, as we reflect on the mystery of our fragile planet, we 
celebrate the wonders of Earth as our home. Help us to discern how we have polluted our 
planet and to empathies with the groaning of creation beneath us. Teach us to sense the 
presence of God pulsing through Earth as a living green blue sanctuary.  Teach us to love 
Earth as our home. In the name of Christ, the Word of God, who is the creative impulse 
in all creation. Amen. 

Reading of the Word 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-27 
1 When God began to create[a] the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God[b] swept over the face 
of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that 
the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A1-27&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-1a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A1-27&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-2b


Worship Guide for 7.27.25 
Page 3 

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called 
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.  9 And God 
said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the 
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.  
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the 
two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—
and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  20 And 
God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every 
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged 
bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth 
of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and 
the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God 
saw that it was good.  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans[c] in our image, according to 
our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth[d] and over every creeping 
thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

27 So God created humans[e] in his image, in the image of God he created them;[f] male and 
female he created them. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm:  Psalm 8 
1 O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  You have set your 
glory above the heavens. 

2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your 
foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A1-27&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A1-27&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A1-27&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-27e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A1-27&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-27f
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3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you 
have established; 

4 what are humans that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? 

5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and 
honor. 

6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things 
under their feet, 

7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 

8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the 
seas. 

9 O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Children’s Message 

Gospel Acclamation  Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (sing 3X) 

 

 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 6:25-33 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink,[a] or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body 
more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? 27 And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to your span of life?[b] 28 And 
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 
neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A25-33&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23308a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A25-33&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23310b
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of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore 
do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’ 32 For it is the gentiles who seek all these things, and indeed your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God[c] and 
his[d] righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day   Let the Whole Creation Cry 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A25-33&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23316c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A25-33&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23316d
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Welcome to New Salem - we are blessed to have you worship with us today! 

If you are looking for a church home, please contact Traci Schanke 
in the church office at 218-586-2262 or via email at 
newsalem@paulbunyan.net. If you are a visitor, please sign our 
guest book outside the church office. 
Website: newsalemlutheran.org 
YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

 

Support the Missions and Ministries of  

New Salem Electronically! 

Use your phone to scan the QR code to the 

left; it will take you to a secure Vanco page 

where you can quickly and easily make your gift! 

Worship Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are urgently needed to assist with various Sunday ministries here at New 
Salem! Ushers, readers/Communion assistants, helpers to set up Communion before the 
worship service and tidy up afterward, offering counters (we will train you!), and hosts for 
our coffee fellowship after worship. Sign up as a family or team up with a friend or two! 

Signup sheets are available on the back table in the Fellowship Hall. Remember: If no one 
signs up to host coffee fellowship, THERE IS NO COFFEE FELLOWSHIP. 

 

 

July Mission Partner – Hope House Bemidji 

This month New Salem is lifting up the work of Hope House 

Bemidji, and urges you to consider the various ways you might 

support this valuable ministry. You can send your check to New 

Salem and indicate it is for Hope House (not to be confused 

with Village of Hope, another of our monthly mission partners). For more 

information on Hope House Bemidji and its programs, see page 13 of the 

worship guide or their website at www.hopehousebemidji.org.  

mailto:newsalem@paulbunyan.net
http://www.hopehousebemidji.org/
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Prayers of the People 

God of Creation, Hear our Prayer. 

Sharing the Peace 

Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Hymn    Come to the Table 

 
 

Offering Prayer 
Together we pray: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with 
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Together we pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Sharing Christ’s Meal 

Communion Hymn #1  This is My Father’s World 

 

Communion Hymn #2       Beneath the Cross of Jesus (continues next page) 
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Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
Together we pray: O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for 
sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be 
his body in the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth 
and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Benediction 

Sending Hymn   I Love to Tell the Story (next page) 
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Table Grace 

 

 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders/Assistants

Presiding Clergy: Pastor Terry R. Hagensen 
Ushers: Carol and Graig Gilbertson 
Social Media Coordinator: Nora Illies 
 

Setting the Lord’s Table: Sonya & Paul Kraft 
       Music: Mike Naylor 
 

New Salem Lutheran Church - Terry R. Hagensen, Pastor 
7491 Island View Drive NE, Turtle River, MN 56601 

Office Tel: 218-586-2262/Office Email (Traci Schanke): newsalem@paulbunyan.net 
Website: newsalemlutheran.org 

YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

June Income vs Expenses (FINAL) 
Total General Fund Income for June: $18,004  Total Expenses for June: $15,899 
SURPLUS for June: $2,105     7.20.25 General Fund Offering: $1,590 

Attendance/Social Media Engagement (as of 7.21.25) 
July 20 Attendance (in person/online): 74/22  YouTube Views (2025 to date): 1,140 
YouTube Subscribers: 126    Facebook reach (2025 to date): 50,923 

Announcements for the Week of July 28 

Traci’s Office Hours Week of 7/28: Mon - Thurs, July 28 – 31, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Out of the office 
all day on Friday, August 1. (She will be out of the office from 11 am – 1:30 p.m. on Wed, 7/30 
to attend this week’s BACM recital.) 

Choir Rehearsal Date Change: Choir rehearsal this week moves to Thursday, July 31 at 5 p.m. 
Cheryl is out of town the first part of the week, and we felt it was important to rehearse with 
her instead of a substitute so close to our August 6 performance. 
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Offering Reminder: Please remember to indicate on your check/offering envelope how you 
wish your gift to be credited. Unmarked offerings/those marked “general” go toward New 
Salem’s annual operating expenses; gifts marked for other entities are credited as such in your 
giving record and sent to those organizations. Thank you for supporting the missions and good 
works of New Salem! 

Birthday Bags! We are collecting items for our next round of birthday bags: cake mixes, 
frosting (full sized!), birthday candles and napkins. We will be assembling the bags as a project 
during VBS Day Camp the week of August 11 – please bring items to the church by Sunday, 
August 3. 

New Salem’s Fall Bazaar is Saturday, Nov 8: New items are needed for the raffle, and also for 
New Salem’s craft table at the event. Watch your email/future bulletins for more information! 

Calendar for the Week of July 28 

Wed, 7/30   BACM Recital/Lunch at Calvary Lutheran    12 noon 
    (2508 Washington Ave SE) 

Thurs, 7/31   Bible Study          9:30 a.m. 
    Choir Practice (NOTE DATE CHANGE)      5 p.m. 

The Bemidji Area Church Musicians (BACM) present 

The 2025 Summer Recital Series – Our 38th Season 

Wednesdays, Noon – 12:30 p.m. 

Luncheon Served Following Each Recital 

 

Free Will Offering Supports BACM Music Scholarships 

Luncheon Prices Set By Each Venue 
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Sermon Notes/Weekly Assignment 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               


