
Worship Service for August 23, 2026 

The Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship. 

Confession and Absolution  
Gathered by God’s grace and called into Christ’s love, let us come before God with honest 
hearts, confessing our sin and trusting in the mercy that makes all things new. 

Most merciful God, we confess our sins in your presence and in the presence of our sisters 
and brothers. We acknowledge that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by the ways we have focused on our own wants and needs while forgetting the 
needs of others. Through the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ our Savior, forgive us our sins 
and renew within us hearts of love, compassion, and grace, that we may faithfully serve 
you and care for one another. Amen. 

Beloved children of God, through the grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, God forgives 
our sins and renews us in love and grace. May the Holy Spirit guide our thoughts, words, 
and actions, that all we do may give glory and honor to God our heavenly Father. Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn    Give Me Jesus 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Together we pray: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the 
rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we 
may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

Reading of the Word 

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 
1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord. Look to the rock from 
which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham your 
father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him 
and made him many. 3 For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places 
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and 
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.  
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4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out from 
me and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my 
salvation has gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and 
for my arm they hope. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, for 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who 
live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never 
be ended. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 138 
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your 
praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all 
things. 

3 When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 

4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have heard the words of 
your mouth. 

5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 

6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand 
against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 

8 You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do 
not abandon the works of your hands. 

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of 
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the 
mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to 
the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members 
and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in 
sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Message 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but 
others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
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Welcome to New Salem - we are blessed to have you worship with us today! 

If you are looking for a church home, please contact Traci Schanke in the 
church office at 218-586-2262 or via email at newsalem@paulbunyan.net. If 
you are a visitor, please sign our guest book outside the church office. 

Website: newsalemlutheran.org 

YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

 

Hymn of the Day   My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 

 

Prayers of the People 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Sharing the Peace 

mailto:newsalem@paulbunyan.net
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Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Hymn    As the Grains of Wheat 

 

 

Offering Prayer 
Together we pray: Holy God, we give you thanks for the many ways you have richly 
blessed us through these gifts we now offer to you. May they be used to fulfill your 
command to love one another and serve our neighbors in your name. As we receive our 
Lord’s body and blood, grant that we may come with open hearts and ears ready to hear 
your words of forgiveness, mercy, and grace. Amen. 

Words of Institution  

Lord’s Prayer 
Together we pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Sharing Christ’s Meal 

Communion Hymn #1   Built on a Rock 
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Communion Hymn #2                    O Savior, Precious Savior 

 

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
Together we pray: Generous God, you have fed and nourished us with the holy body and 
blood of your Son.  Send us forth, strengthened by this meal, to love and obey you.  As we 
have received and experienced your grace, help us to share your love and grace with all 
whom we meet; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Benediction 
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Sending Hymn   We All Are One in Mission 

 

You Are Invited to Share in the Worship Ministries of New Salem 

Serve as a reader, proclaiming God's Word; as an usher, welcoming all who gather 

for worship; as a communion assistant, helping share the Lord's Supper with God's 

people; host the post-worship fellowship hour; or join the choir and lift your voice 

in praise. These ministries are an important part of our worship life and a 

wonderful way to serve God and one another. Please consider sharing your gifts – 

sign-up sheets are available on the table in the narthex. (Choir rehearsals are 5 

p.m. on Wednesdays – no need to sign up, just join us!) 
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Upcoming @ New Salem 

Wed, Aug 26  BACM Recital @ Church of Christ 12 noon 
  Choir Rehearsal    5 p.m. 

Thurs, Aug 27  Bible Study     9:30 a.m. 

Mon, Sept 7  Labor Day – Church/Office Closed 

Today’s Worship Leaders/Assistants
Presiding Clergy: Pastor Terry R. Hagensen 
Ushers: Nora & Jerry Illies 
Reader: Pat Sanford 
Communion Assistant: Fred Sanford 
Fellowship Host:  

Social Media Coordinator: Nora Illies 
Setting the Lord’s Table: Sonya & Paul Kraft 

       Pianist: Cheryl Durant 
       Cantor/Choir Director: Annalise Aakhus 
       AV Services: Traci Schanke 

New Salem Lutheran Church - Terry R. Hagensen, Pastor 
7491 Island View Drive NE, Turtle River, MN 56601 

Office Tel: 218-586-2262/Office Email (Traci Schanke): newsalem@paulbunyan.net 
Website: newsalemlutheran.org 

YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

July Income vs Expenses (FINAL) 
Total General Fund Income: $14,524   Total Expenses: $17,047 
(DEFICIT) for July (-$2,523)    8.16 General Fund Offering: $3,700 

Attendance/Social Media Engagement (as of 8.20.26) 
Sunday, August 16 (in person/online): 69/41  Facebook reach: 76,112 
YouTube Views: 1,340    YouTube Subscribers: 143 

Announcements for the Week of August 23, 2026 

Traci’s Office Hours This Week: Mon, 8/24 12 – 5 p.m., Tues, 8/25 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Wed, 8/26 
11. – 4 p.m. Out on vacation Thurs-Fri, 8/27 & 8/28. 

August Mission Partner –Heart’s Haven Shelter: This month New Salem is lifting up the work of 
the Heart’s Haven Shelter (formerly Northwoods Battered Women’s Shelter), and urges you to 
consider the various ways you might support this valuable area ministry. Today we welcome 
Interim Executive Director Megan Blaschko, who will share how your support will  impact the 
organization. You can send your check to New Salem and indicate it is for Heart’s Haven, or 
donate online at www.mnshelter.org. See page 13 for more info on Heart’s Haven! 

Need Medical Equipment?/Have Medical Equipment?. If you are in need of medical 
equipment, call and/or come to the Bemidji Senior Center (216 3rd St NW, 218-751-8836, in 
downtown Bemidji) Mon – Fri 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. to see what is available through the HELP 
program (Home Equipment Loan Program). The item(s) can be checked out and used as long as 
needed. The Senior Center also accepts used-clean-workable equipment. The Disabled 
American Veterans (15th Street NW, 218-556-4592, in Bemidji) also has equipment to loan. The 
DAV has electric hospital beds/etc.; the Senior Center does not have any electrical equipment 
to loan out. You do not have to be a veteran borrow the DAV equipment. 
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Fall Bazaar – Saturday, November 14! Mark your calendars for New Salem’s Fall Bazaar on 
Saturday, November 14 and start working on your wonderful crafts for New Salem’s table! 
Watch for additional details in upcoming bulletins and emails. 

Offering Reminder: Please remember to indicate on your check/offering envelope how you 
wish your gift to be credited. Unmarked offerings/those marked “general” go toward New 
Salem’s annual operating expenses; gifts marked for other entities are credited as such in your 
giving record and sent to those organizations. Thank you for supporting the missions and good 
works of New Salem! 

Music Rights/Permissions for August 23 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service and include the printed music in this 
worship guide has been obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-726224; credits are as follows: 

Give Me Jesus – Text and music: African American spiritual, arr. hymnal version 
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

Alleluia – Gospel Acclamation, Communion Setting Eight, Evangelical Lutheran Worship;  
© 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less – Text: Edward Mote (1797-1874), alt. 
Music: William Bradbury (1816-1868) 

As the Grains of Wheat – Text: Didache, 2nd century; Marty Haugen (b. 1950) 
Music: Marty Haugen/Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Built on a Rock – Text: Nikolai F.S. Grundtvig (1783-1872); tr. Carol Doving (1867-1937), adapt. 
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

O Savior, Precious Savior – Text : Frances Havergal (1836-1879) 
Music: Arthur H. Mann (1850-1929) 

We All Are One in Mission – Text: Rusty Edwards (b. 1955); © 1986 Hope Publishing Company 
Music: Finnish folk tune; arr. hymnal version; arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 

The 2026 Summer Recital Series 

Our 39th Season! 

FINAL PERFORMANCE 

Wednesdays, 12 – 12:30 p.m. 

Followed by a Luncheon 

This season’s performances are dedicated 

                            to the memory of Kenneth J. Wold 

August 26      Church of Christ, 692 Mag Seven Ct. NW 

Featuring: Emily Mathew, piano, Mike Locke guitar 

       Amy Williams, flute, Elaine Kleinsasser 

Free will offering supports the BACM Music Scholarship Fund. 

Luncheon prices are determined by each venue. 
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Sermon Notes/Weekly Assignment 
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Boo! 
Trunk or Treat 2026 is 

coming – mark your calendars! 
2 – 4 p.m. Saturday, October 31 

(Halloween!!!) 
Watch your email and the sign-up 

table in the Fellowship Hall for more 
information –decorate your 

car and join the fun! 
Missing this event will be 
a GRAVE mistake! 

 


