
Worship Guide for August 31, 2025 

The Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Brief silence for reflection 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn    God Is Here 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Together we pray: O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are 
humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Reading of the Word 

First Reading: Proverbs 25:6-7a 
6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great, 7a for 
it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 112 
1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord and have great delight in God’s 
commandments! 
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be 
blessed. 
3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever.  
4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full of 
compassion. 
5 It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 
6 For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon their 
enemies. 
9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they will 
hold up their head with honor. 
10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; the 
desires of the wicked will perish. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are 
in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though 
you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the 
marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and 
adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with 
confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 
7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome 
of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever. 15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Message 

Gospel Acclamation  Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (sing 3X) 

 

 

Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14 
1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a 
meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the 
place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your 
host, 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person 
your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you 
are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say 
to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at 
the table with you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 

12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do 
not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in 
case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day   As We Gather at Your Table 

 

Welcome to New Salem - we are blessed to have you worship with us today! 

If you are looking for a church home, please contact Traci Schanke 
in the church office at 218-586-2262 or via email at 
newsalem@paulbunyan.net. If you are a visitor, please sign our 
guest book outside the church office. 

Website: newsalemlutheran.org 
YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

mailto:newsalem@paulbunyan.net
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Support the Missions and Ministries of  

New Salem Electronically! 

Use your phone to scan the QR code to the left; it will 

take you to a secure Vanco page where you can quickly 

and easily make your gift! 

Prayers of the People 

Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.  

Sharing the Peace 

Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Hymn   Come to the Table    

 

Offering Prayer 
Together we pray: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with 
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Words of Institution 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Together we pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Sharing Christ’s Meal 

Communion Hymn #1  Now We Join In Celebration 
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August Mission Partner – Northwoods Battered 

Women’s Shelter 

This month New Salem is lifting up the work of 

Northwoods Battered Women’s shelter (NBWS), and urges you to consider the 

various ways you might support this valuable ministry. You can send your check 

to New Salem and indicate it is for NWBS. For more information on 

Northwoods Battered Women’s Shelter and its programs, see page 12 of the 

worship guide or their website at www.mnshelter.org 

Communion Hymn #2   In the Singing 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands for 2025 

On Sunday, September 14, New Salem will participate in “God’s Work, 

Our Hands” activities following worship. Groups will clean up the Pine 

Ridge Cemetery and work on the church’s Pollinator Garden. A soup 

lunch at the church will follow these tasks – watch worship guides and 

your email for additional information!   

http://www.mnshelter.org/
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Communion Hymn #3  Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service 

 

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
Together we pray: O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for 
sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be 
his body in the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth 
and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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Benediction 

Sending Hymn   Come Now, You Blessed 

 

Worship Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are urgently needed to assist with various Sunday ministries here at New 
Salem! Ushers, readers/Communion assistants, helpers to set up Communion before the 
worship service and tidy up afterward, offering counters (we will train you!), and hosts for 
our coffee fellowship after worship. Sign up as a family or team up with a friend or two! 
Signup sheets are available on the back table in the Fellowship Hall. Remember: If no one 
signs up to host coffee fellowship, THERE IS NO COFFEE FELLOWSHIP. 
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The live-streaming of New Salem’s worship services is made possible through a 
generous memorial gift from the family of Margaret Carlson. 

Today’s Worship Leaders/Assistants

Presiding Clergy: Pastor Terry R. Hagensen 
Ushers: 
Reader/Communion Assistant: Stu Rosselet 
Fellowship Host: Ardis Hofstad 
 

Social Media Coordinator: Nora Illies 
Setting the Lord’s Table: Sonya & Paul Kraft 

       Pianist: Cheryl Durant 
       Cantor/AV Services: Traci Schanke 

New Salem Lutheran Church - Terry R. Hagensen, Pastor 
7491 Island View Drive NE, Turtle River, MN 56601 

Office Tel: 218-586-2262/Office Email (Traci Schanke): newsalem@paulbunyan.net 
Website: newsalemlutheran.org 

YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

July Income vs Expenses (FINAL) 
Total General Fund Income for July: $13,464  Total Expenses for July: $15,779 
(DEFICIT) for July: (-$2,315)    8.24.25 General Fund Offering: $1,813 

Attendance/Social Media Engagement (as of 8.26.25) 
Aug 24 Attendance (in person/online): 61/24  YouTube Views (2025 to date): 1,696 
YouTube Subscribers: 127    Facebook reach (2025 to date): 55,454 

Announcements for the Week of September 1 

Offering Reminder: Please remember to indicate on your check/offering envelope how you wish 
your gift to be credited. Unmarked offerings/those marked “general” go toward New Salem’s 
annual operating expenses; gifts marked for other entities are credited as such in your giving 
record and sent to those organizations. Thank you for supporting the missions and good works of 
New Salem! 

September Noisy Offering Collection Sunday, September 7: Get your change ready - Noisy 
Offering for September will be collected on September 7! (Checks and cash are cheerfully 
accepted as well!) Funds raised through the Noisy Offering are used by church youth to support 
programs such as the ELCA’s “Good Gifts,” United Way’s “Backpack Buddies,” and the Bemidji 
Food Shelf, among others. 

Blessing of Backpacks is Sunday, September 7: We welcome all students and teachers to bring 
their backpacks and bookbags to church on September 8 for a special blessing to kick off the 2025-
26 school year! 

September Food Shelf Dates: New Salem will provide volunteers to assist Food Shelf clients on 
Monday, September 8, 11 from 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. and 12 noon – 3:15 p.m., and on Friday, 
September 12, from 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. For more information or to sign up as a volunteer, please 
contact Karin Snortland at ksnortland5@gmail.com or 612-940-7312. 

New Salem’s Fall Bazaar is Saturday, Nov 8: New items are needed for the raffle, and also for 
New Salem’s craft table at the event. Watch your email/future bulletins for more information! 

mailto:ksnortland5@gmail.com
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Calendar for the Week of September 1 – 6 

Mon, 9/1   Church and Office Closed for Labor Day Holiday 

Wed, 9/3  Choir Practice       5 p.m. 

Thurs, 9/4  Bible Study        9:30 a.m. 

 
Music Rights/Permissions for August 31 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service and include the printed music in this 
worship guide has been obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-726224; credits are as follows: 

God Is Here! – Text: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)/Music: Cyril V. Taylor (1907-1991) 
Text © 1979, Hope Publishing Co./Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Co. 

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah – Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio (b. 1954) 
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 

As We Gather at Your Table – Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) 
Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. J. Röntgen (1855-1932) 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company 

Come to the Table – Text: Claire Cloniger (b. 1942)/Music: Martin J. Nystrom (b. 1956) 
Text/music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin; Word Music 

Now We Join in Celebration – Text: Joel W. Lundeen (1918-1990)/Music: J. Crüger (1598-1662) 
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

In the Singing – Text: Shirley Erena Murray (b. 1931)/Music: Carlton R. Young (b. 1926) 
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Co. 

Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service – Text: Albert F. Bayly (1901-1984) 
Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns 1985 
Text © Oxford University Press;  Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress 

Come Now, You Blessed – Text : Ruth Duck (b. 1947)/Music: Emily R. Brink (b. 1940) 
Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc./Music © 1994 Faith Alive Christian Resources 

Those who sing pray twice. 
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Sermon Notes/Weekly Assignment 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               


