
Worship Guide for September 14, 2025 

Holy Cross Sunday 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
God invites us to come to Him, with honesty and trust, already knowing our failures, our 
burdens, and our brokenness, yet still welcomes us in love. Let us, therefore, come before 
God with open hearts, confessing our sin and seeking God’s mercy. 

Brief silence for reflection 

Holy and gracious God, we come before You confessing that we have not loved You as we 
ought, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves.  Though You have called us to walk in 
Your light, we have chosen the shadows of selfishness and pride.  Though You have called 
us to be peacemakers, we have spoken words that wound and have harbored anger in our 
hearts.  Though You have entrusted us with gifts and resources, we have too often pursued 
our own comfort rather than Your kingdom.  Have mercy on us according to Your steadfast 
love, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

Hear the good news: God, who is rich in mercy and abounding in steadfast love, does not 
leave us in our sin but meets us with grace.  Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven, and you are made new by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

Thanks be to God!  
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Gathering Hymn   In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Together we pray: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so 
that he might draw the whole world to himself. To those who look upon the cross, grant 
your wisdom, healing, and eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Reading of the Word 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4b-9 
[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] 4b but the people became discouraged on the 
way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 
miserable food.” 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit 
the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We have 
sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a 
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poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 
live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, and whenever a serpent 
bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 98:1-4 
1 Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and holy 
arm have won the victory. 

2 O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness in 
the sight of the nations. 

3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of 
the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

4 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message 

September Mission Partner – Village of Hope 

This month New Salem is lifting up the work of Villlage 

of Hope (not to be confused with Hope House, one of 

our Mission Partners earlier this year), and urges you 

to consider the various ways you might support this 

valuable ministry. You can send your check to New Salem 

and indicate it is for Village of Hope. For more information on Village of 

Hope and its programs, see page 14 of the worship guide or their website at 

www.bemidjivillageofhope.org    

http://www.bemidjivillageofhope.org/
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Gospel Acclamation  Lord, I Lift Your Name on High (sing 2X) 

 

Gospel: John 3:13-17 
[Jesus said:] 13 “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
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Welcome to New Salem - we are blessed to 
have you worship with us today! 

If you are looking for a church home, please contact Traci 
Schanke in the church office at 218-586-2262 or via email at 
newsalem@paulbunyan.net. If you are a visitor, please sign 
our guest book outside the church office. 

Website: newsalemlutheran.org 
YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

Support the Missions and Ministries of  

New Salem Electronically! 

Use your phone to scan the QR code to the left; it 

will take you to a secure Vanco page where you can 

quickly and easily make your gift! 

Worship Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are urgently needed to assist with various Sunday ministries here 

at New Salem! Ushers, readers/Communion assistants, helpers to set up 

Communion before the worship service and tidy up afterward, offering 

counters (we will train you!), and hosts for our coffee fellowship after worship. 

Sign up as a family or team up with a friend or two! Signup sheets are available 

on the back table in the Fellowship Hall. Remember: If no one signs up to 

host coffee fellowship, THERE IS NO COFFEE FELLOWSHIP. 
 

 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands – Today’s the Day! 

Immediately following today’s worship service New 

Salem will participate in “God’s Work, Our Hands” 

activities: clean-up of Pine Ridge Cemetery and 

working on the church’s Pollinator Garden. A soup lunch 

at the church will follow – we hope you can join us for  

the fun and fellowship! 

  

mailto:newsalem@paulbunyan.net
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Hymn of the Day    Lift High the Cross 

 

Prayers of the People 

Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.  

Sharing the Peace 

Tithes and Offerings 
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Offertory Hymn          Come to the Table 

 

Offering Prayer 
Generous God, all that we have comes from you.  Take these gifts we bring, and use them 
to bring hope, healing, and love to the world.  Make us bold in sharing your grace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Together we pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Sharing Christ’s Meal 
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Communion Hymn #1  There In God’s Garden 
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Communion Hymn #2  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery 

 

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
Gracious God, we thank you for welcoming us to your table and nourishing us with the 
body and blood of Christ.  Filled with your Spirit, send us out to be your hands and feet in 
the world, to love, to serve, and to share your good news.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Benediction 
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Sending Hymn    Go to the World 

 

The live-streaming of New Salem’s worship services is made possible through a 
generous memorial gift from the family of Margaret Carlson. 

Today’s Worship Leaders/Assistants

Presiding Clergy: Pastor Terry R. Hagensen 
Ushers: Gerald and Nora Illies 
Reader: Ardis Hofstad 
Communion Assistant: Karyn Lutz 
Fellowship Host: Linda Hendrikson 

Social Media Coordinator: Nora Illies 
Setting the Lord’s Table: Sonya & Paul Kraft 

       Pianist: Cheryl Durant 
       Cantor/AV Services: Traci Schanke 

New Salem Lutheran Church - Terry R. Hagensen, Pastor 
7491 Island View Drive NE, Turtle River, MN 56601 

Office Tel: 218-586-2262/Office Email (Traci Schanke): newsalem@paulbunyan.net 
Website: newsalemlutheran.org 

YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN  
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August Income vs Expenses (PRELIMINARY) 
Total General Fund Income for August: $19,963 Total Expenses for August: $19,662 
SURPLUS for August: $301    9.7.25 General Fund Offering: $3,966 

Attendance/Social Media Engagement (as of 9.10.25) 
Sept 7 Attendance (in person/online): 74/21 YouTube Views (2025 to date): 1,739 
YouTube Subscribers: 128    Facebook reach (2025 to date): 57,620 

Announcements for the Week of September 15 

Offering Reminder: Please remember to indicate on your check/offering envelope how you 
wish your gift to be credited. Unmarked offerings/those marked “general” go toward New 
Salem’s annual operating expenses; gifts marked for other entities are credited as such in 
your giving record and sent to those organizations. Thank you for supporting the missions 
and good works of New Salem! 

September Team/Council Night September 16: Teams meet at 6:00 p.m.; the Council 
meets at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome to join a team and/or attend the Council meeting as an 
observer; if you have an issue or topic you’d like to bring to the Council, let Pastor Terry or 
Traci in the church office know, and they will add you to the meeting agenda as a speaker. 

October Food Shelf Dates: New Salem will provide volunteers to assist Food Shelf clients 
on Friday, October 10, from 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. and Monday, October 13, from 9 a.m. – 
12:15 p.m. and 12 noon – 3:15 p.m. For more information or to sign up as a volunteer, 
please contact Karin Snortland at ksnortland5@gmail.com or 612-940-7312. 

Boo! Trunk or Treat 2025 is Saturday, October 25! Decorate your car and yourself for Trunk 
or Treat 2025! This is a great event with fun for the whole family – trunk or treating in the 
newly paved church parking lot, horse-drawn wagon rides, and Jake’s pizza and cupcakes 
inside. Missing this event would be a grave mistake! 

New Salem’s Fall Bazaar is Saturday, Nov 8: New items are needed for the raffle, and also 
for New Salem’s craft table at the event. Watch your email/future bulletins for more 
information! 

Upcoming Events @ New Salem 

Sun, 9/14  God’s Work/Our Hands Projects/Soup Lunch         Following worship 

Tues, 9/16  September Team Meetings           6 p.m. 
   September Council Meeting           6:30 p.m. 

Wed, 9/17  Choir Practice             5 p.m. 
   Prayer Group             6:30 p.m. 

Thurs, 9/18  Bible Study 

 

  

mailto:ksnortland5@gmail.com
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Music Rights/Permissions for September 14 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service and include the printed music in 
this worship guide has been obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-726224; credits are 
as follows: 

In the Cross of Christ I Glory – Text: John Bowring (1792-1872) 
Music: Ithamar Conkey (1815-1867) 

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High – Text and music: Rick Founds (b. 1954) 
Text and music © 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc. Admin. Music Services 

Lift High the Cross – Text: George W. Kitchin (1827-1912); rev. M.R. Newbolt (1874-1956) 
Music: Sydney H. Nicholson (1875-1947)/Text & music © Hope Publishing Co. 

Come to the Table – Text: Claire Cloniger (b. 1942)/Music: Martin J. Nystrom (b. 1956) 
Text/music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin; Word Music 

There in God’s Garden – Text: Király Imre von Péscelyi (1590-1641) 
Tr. Eric Routely (1917-1982/Music: K. Lee Scott (b. 1950)/Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music Inc. 
Music © 1987 Birnamwood Publications, a div. Of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. 

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery – Text and music: Marty Haugen (b. 1950) 
Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Go to the World – Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955-1993), © Gia Publications, Inc. 
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1972-1958) , © Oxford University Press 

Fun, Fellowship and Praising God Through Song:  

The New Salem Choir 

Come make a joyful noise - join New Salem’s 

“small but mighty” choir! Choir practice is 

at 5 p.m. on Wednesdays at the church, 

and the choir sings in church on the first 

and third Sundays of the month. The group 

also sings in the Christmas program in 

December and in New Salem’s Bemidji Area Church Musicians 

Recital in the summer. We would love to welcome YOU as part of 

our music ministry!  

(An ability to read music is helpful but is not a requirement.       ) 
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Sermon Notes/Weekly Assignment 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               


