
Worship Guide for September 7, 2025 

The Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
God invites us to come to Him, with honesty and trust, already knowing our failures, our 
burdens, and our brokenness, yet still welcomes us in love. Let us, therefore, come before 
God with open hearts, confessing our sin and seeking God’s mercy. 

Brief silence for reflection 

Holy and gracious God, we come before You confessing that we have not loved You as we 
ought, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves.  Though You have called us to walk in 
Your light, we have chosen the shadows of selfishness and pride.  Though You have called 
us to be peacemakers, we have spoken words that wound and have harbored anger in our 
hearts.  Though You have entrusted us with gifts and resources, we have too often pursued 
our own comfort rather than Your kingdom.  Have mercy on us according to Your steadfast 
love, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

Hear the good news: God, who is rich in mercy and abounding in steadfast love, does not 
leave us in our sin but meets us with grace.  Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven, and you are made new by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

Thanks be to God!  
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Gathering Hymn   Jesus, Keep Me Neat the Cross 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Together we pray: Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that 
in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and 
finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

Reading of the Word 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey 
the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless 
you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do 
not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you 
today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing  
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the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that 
I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, 
for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that 
the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 1 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in the way 
of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s teaching day and 
night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves 
that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the sinner in the 
council of the righteous. 

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall be 
destroyed. 

Second Reading: Philemon 1-21 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To our beloved coworker 
Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in your 
house:   3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I thank 
my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your love for all the 
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the partnership of your faith may 
become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. 7 I have indeed 
received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints 
have been refreshed through you, my brother. 

8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do the 
right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as 
an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my child, 
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was 
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, 
my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to 
me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing 
without your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 
forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you  
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might have him back for the long term, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 

17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has 
wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this 
with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own 
self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in 
Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even 
more than I ask. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message 

Gospel Acclamation  Lord, I Lift Your Name on High (sing 2X) 
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Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to 
them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not 
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build 
a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to 
complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who 
see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to 
finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first 
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against 
him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends 
a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

                            Welcome to New Salem - we are blessed to  
have you worship with us today! 

If you are looking for a church home, please contact Traci 
Schanke in the church office at 218-586-2262 or via email at 
newsalem@paulbunyan.net. If you are a visitor, please sign 
our guest book outside the church office. 

Website: newsalemlutheran.org 
YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

Support the Missions and Ministries of  

New Salem Electronically! 

Use your phone to scan the QR code to 

the left; it will take you to a secure 

Vanco page where you can quickly and 

easily make your gift! 

  

mailto:newsalem@paulbunyan.net
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Hymn of the Day  Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons) 
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Prayers of the People 

Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.  

Sharing the Peace 

Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Hymn   Come to the Table    

 

Offering Prayer 
Generous God, all that we have comes from you.  Take these gifts we bring, and use them 
to bring hope, healing, and love to the world.  Make us bold in sharing your grace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Together we pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Sharing Christ’s Meal 
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Communion Hymn #1  O Jesus, I Have Promised 

 

September Mission Partner – Village of Hope 

This month New Salem is lifting up the work of Villlage of 

Hope (not to be confused with Hope House, one of our 

Mission Partners earlier this year), and urges you to 

consider the various ways you might support this valuable 

ministry. You can send your check to New Salem and 

indicate it is for Village of Hope. For more information on Village of Hope 

and its programs, see page 14 of the worship guide or their website at 

www.bemidjivillageofhope.org    

http://www.bemidjivillageofhope.org/
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Communion Hymn #2  Where Charity and Love Are Shown 
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Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
Gracious God, we thank you for welcoming us to your table and nourishing us with the 
body and blood of Christ.  Filled with your Spirit, send us out to be your hands and feet in 
the world, to love, to serve, and to share your good news.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Benediction 

Sending Hymn         Lead Me, Guide Me (continues next page) 
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Worship Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are urgently needed to assist with various Sunday ministries 

here at New Salem! Ushers, readers/Communion assistants, helpers to set 

up Communion before the worship service and tidy up afterward, offering 

counters (we will train you!), and hosts for our coffee fellowship after 

worship. Sign up as a family or team up with a friend or two! Signup sheets 

are available on the back table in the Fellowship Hall. Remember: If 

no one signs up to host coffee fellowship, THERE IS NO COFFEE 

FELLOWSHIP. 
 

 

 

 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands – September 14, 2025 

On Sunday, September 14, New Salem 

will participate in “God’s Work, Our 

Hands” activities following worship. 

Groups will clean up the Pine Ridge 

Cemetery and work on the church’s 

Pollinator Garden. A soup lunch at the 

church will follow these tasks – a signup 

sheet for the projects and lunch is 

available on the rear table in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
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The live-streaming of New Salem’s worship services is made possible through a 
generous memorial gift from the family of Margaret Carlson. 

Today’s Worship Leaders/Assistants

Presiding Clergy: Pastor Terry R. Hagensen 
Ushers: Gerald and Nora Illies 
Reader/Communion Assistant: Pat Sanford 
Fellowship Host: Joy Wilander 
Social Media Coordinator: Nora Illies 

Setting the Lord’s Table: Sonya & Paul Kraft 
       Pianist: Cheryl Durant 
       Cantor/Choir Director: Annalise Aakhus 
       AV Services: Traci Schanke 

New Salem Lutheran Church - Terry R. Hagensen, Pastor 
7491 Island View Drive NE, Turtle River, MN 56601 

Office Tel: 218-586-2262/Office Email (Traci Schanke): newsalem@paulbunyan.net 
Website: newsalemlutheran.org 

YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 

August Income vs Expenses (PRELIMINARY) 
Total General Fund Income for August: $19,963 Total Expenses for August: $19,662 
SURPLUS for August: $301    8.31.25 General Fund Offering: $1,813 

Attendance/Social Media Engagement (as of 9.5.25) 
Aug 31 Attendance (in person/online): 62/22  YouTube Views (2025 to date): 1,718 
YouTube Subscribers: 128    Facebook reach (2025 to date): 56,623 

Announcements for the Week of September 8 

Offering Reminder: Please remember to indicate on your check/offering envelope how you wish 
your gift to be credited. Unmarked offerings/those marked “general” go toward New Salem’s 
annual operating expenses; gifts marked for other entities are credited as such in your giving 
record and sent to those organizations. Thank you for supporting the missions and good works of 
New Salem! 

September Noisy Offering Collection Sunday, September 7: Get your change ready - Noisy 
Offering for September will be collected on September 7! (Checks and cash are cheerfully 
accepted as well!) Funds raised through the Noisy Offering are used by church youth to support 
programs such as the ELCA’s “Good Gifts,” United Way’s “Backpack Buddies,” and the Bemidji 
Food Shelf, among others. 

Blessing of Backpacks is Sunday, September 7: We welcome all students and teachers to bring 
their backpacks and bookbags to church on September 8 for a special blessing to kick off the 2025-
26 school year! 

September Food Shelf Dates: New Salem will provide volunteers to assist Food Shelf clients on 
Monday, September 8, 11 from 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. and 12 noon – 3:15 p.m., and on Friday, 
September 12, from 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. For more information or to sign up as a volunteer, please 
contact Karin Snortland at ksnortland5@gmail.com or 612-940-7312. 

New Salem’s Fall Bazaar is Saturday, Nov 8: New items are needed for the raffle, and also for 
New Salem’s craft table at the event. Watch your email/future bulletins for more information! 

  

mailto:ksnortland5@gmail.com
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Calendar for the Week of September 8-– 13 

Mon, 9/8  New Salem Volunteers at Food Shelf  9 a.m. -12:15 p.m. and 
noon-3:15 p.m. 

Wed, 9/10  Choir Practice     5 p.m. 

Thurs, 9/11  Bible Study      9:30 a.m. 

 
Music Rights/Permissions for September 7 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service and include the printed music in this 
worship guide has been obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-726224; credits are as follows: 

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross – Text: Fanny J. Crosby (1820-1915) 
Music: William H. Doane (1832-1915) 

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High – Text and music: Rick Founds (b. 1954) 
Text and music © 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc. Admin. Music Services 

Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons) – Text: John L. Bell (b. 1944) 
Music: Scottish traditional/Text © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Come to the Table – Text: Claire Cloniger (b. 1942)/Music: Martin J. Nystrom (b. 1956) 
Text/music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin; Word Music 

O Jesus, I Have Promised – Text: John E. Bode (1816-1874), alt. 
Music: Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693 

Where Charity and Love are Shown – Text and music: Joaquin Madurga (1938-2017) 
Tr. Martin A. Seitz (b. 1951)/Text and music © 1981, 2009 J. Madurga, admin. OCP Publications 

Lead Me, Guide Me – Text and music: Doris Akers (1922-1995) 
Text and music © 1953, Doris Akers, admin. Unichappell Music, Inc. 

Those who sing pray twice. 
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Sermon Notes/Weekly Assignment 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               


